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~ JUDGE SHARP IS DEAD

Was I A Long Tims—Hot Weather
Hastened The End.

BIG LOSS TO CITY AND BENCH

Courts Adjourn Owt Of Respect =
Public Meeting To Be Held In
Fall—Collengues Pay Tribute.

Judge George Mattbews Sharp, of the
Supreme Bench of Baltimore, died at his
bome, 2106 Bt. Paql street, a few minutes
before § o'clock yesterday morning. He
bad bsen sulferiag from a complication of
disoases sinee the first of the year, but it
wak only about two months ago that his
iliness was considered seripus. With the
exception of owe day, he bad been uncom-
scious far a week. When the excﬁﬂn&l
hot weather set {n he began to efnk.

Judge Sharp seetned especially ‘attached
to his uncle. Dr. Robert M. Matthews, and
sorde time before he became unconscious
he sent for the physician to stay with him.
Dr. Matthews was present when the jufist
dfed.

Besides bis nncle he s survived by an
aunt, Miss Florence Sharp, snd the fol-
lowing cousins: Miss T. B. Matthews, of
Arlington, and Misses Teresa Matthews,
Bessle Matthews and Carrie Wilson, of
New York.

Courts Pay Respect.

As it had heen generally kmown that
Judge Sharp waa critically 11l for some
weeks, the news of bis death was not un-
expected. The first oficial notice of it
wAS taken at a meeting of the Bupreme
Bench, st which Judxes Harlan. Gorter,
Niles and Stump were present. It was or-
dered that no public sesslon of the courts
he held and that a meeting of the ch
and har to take suitable action he held In
September, after the summer recess. No-
tice of this action was contained In the
following annowncement raade by Judge
Nites in the Criminsl Court in the pres-
ence, among others. of Messrs. Bernard
Carter, Willinm L. Marhury, John J. Doa-
aldson and Arthur W. Machen, Jr.:

“The sad news has come to the clty of
Baltimore that George M. Sharp, one of
the judges of our Supreme Bench, passed
from this life early this morning.

“In respect to his memory there will be
0o puhlic seasions of the courts today. I
am muthoriged by the Rupreme Bench to
anpoubnce that at the opening of tbe fall
term there will be a pnbhitc meeting, where
+may he properiy expressed hy bench and
bar their appreciation of bis character and
of the loss they have sustained.

“The clerk is directed to enter this an-
nouncement on the minutes of the respec-
tive courts, which are now adjourned.”

Wr. Trandle’s Tribute.

TUpon motlon of Mr. W. Burns Trundle
the Orphaps' Court adjourned In respect
to the memory of Judge Rharp. I have
known Judge Sharp for the last 20 years,™
Mr. Trundle said. “'lle was a gentleman
of the highest sense of honor snd integ-
rity of purpose. The amplification of the
thirty-Arst equity rule to its present form,
which was his especial wérk. itself hears
tribute to bla care and solicitude for the
interests of heneficiaries of the large and
ifmportant truats administered 1o our
equity courts. His desth will be regretted
by the whote city In which he lived and
tried to 4o bia duty ns he saw it.’”

Col. John T. Morris seconded the motion
apd paid s tribute to Judge Bharp's
memory

After an appropriate eulogy to the dead
Jurist Chief Judge Block ordered the ad-
journment of the court.

Judge Harlan said that as yet he could
oaly express his profound sotrow &t Judge
Kbharp's death and his personal affection
tor his former colleague.

Duriog the 20 years be had kmown
Judge Bharp, Judge Gorter sald, be bad
become impressed with his bigh character
and his cons 1 in the disch
of bis duties. A large rircle of friends
who hold him in high esteem, Judge Gor-
ter added, will mouro his loss.

A descendant of the old Maryland fam-

THE LATE JUDGE

MORNING, JULY 8. 1911,

g r Well- Known Jurist% Is Dea

GEORGE M. SHARP

I

ily of Husband, Judge Sharp was born
in Baltimore November 17, 1851. His fa-
ther was the late Dr. Alpheus P. Sbarp,
fouuder of the drug Arm of Bharp & Dohme.
Io boyhood he attended Cszlvert Hall and
Lamb's School, and then Loyola College.
For about & yesr he was a clerk in the
ticket office of the Baltlmore and Ohlo
Ralilroad.

After this brief experience tn raliroad-
ing he resumed his studies in the Yale
Law School, which graduated him in 1873
with the degree of master of laws. From
1874 tn 1878 he was a speclal student at
Yale, which conferred upon bim the hoan-
orary degrec of master of arts in 1880,
He was given the honorary degres of doc-
tor of laws by Washingtou Collegs in 1807.
In 1889 and 1900 be was one of the lectur-
ern of the Yals Law School snd of the
Georgetown University Law 8chool in 1801
and 1602,

He was admitted to the der im 1873
and was elected. an associate judge of the
HBupreme Bench in 1807. His term would
have expired next year.

As & member of the Maryiand, American
and International Bxr Assoclations, Judge
Bhurp showed bis predllections by work-
ing on tbe commlttees ou lexal education
and for ralsipg the standard of education
tor lawyers desiring to practice in the
courts. He was also & member of the
American  Ilistorical Association, the
Amefican Political Sclence Association snd
the Boclety ¢f Colonial Wars. Although
Dot & good "'mizer,” be was s member of
the Maryiand, Univecsity, Baltimore Coun-
try and Baitimore jthletic Clubs, of this
city: the Metropolitan Club, of Wasbing-
ton, and the University Club, of New
York. In reilgion he was a Friend and io
politics & Republican.

Judge Bharp never married. Alwaga
well dressed, Ccourteous and affable, and
tali of stature, his was & commanding g
ure. Lis summers were generally spent
in such fashiopable resorts as Newport
and Narragausett.

The Judge wus an omaiverous reader,
and aithough he was especially fond of
studylng genealogy he delved into many
subjects. '

Urged Litigants To Agree.

After being sdmitted to the bar he be-
came ambiticus for political preferment
a0d was twice defeated as his party’'s can-
didate, Arst for judge and then for At-
torney-Geperai, before he was iually elect-
od (0 the bench. Although a man of bigh
character and unimpeachable integrity, it
was geverally recognized that bis tempera
ment stood In the way of his making s
great record on the bench. It was char-
acteristic of bim to try to persuade law-
yers engaged in a tria) before him to agree
upon a settiement of the controversy, with-
out callicg upon him for a decislon. Not-
withstanding this characteristic, it was
said that the percentage of reversals dy
the Court of Appeals was less in the cases
tried by him then in tbose of any other
Judge. .

While always a consistent Republican,
Judge Sharp was ot a partisan and never
took an sctive part in politics. He was
first meantioned for judge In 1888, when
he reccived several hundred more votes
than President’ Harrison, slthough he was
defested. In 1801, when he was defeated
for Attorney-General, be received about
1,800 more votes than any other candi-
date on the Republican ticket. Before his
election as judge he had & remunerative
court and office practice.

Prominent In Bar Associations.

Hls earuest advocacy of all measures for
legal reform and progress was known to
all bis assoclates. As chairmsr of the
committee or legal education and admis-
slon to the bar of the Amarican Bar As-
sociation, he wsncceeded the late Aus-
tin Abbott, of New York. As chairman
of the committee on educatiop of the
Mxryland State Bar Association, he was
most active in forwarding the movement
for fmproved aud broader systems of legal
education and the raising of the stavdard
of qualification for sdmission to the bar.
In 1904 he was appointed by the Preat-
. deut a delegate to the Universal Congresa
‘of Lawyers and Jurists at 8t. Louls. He
was also appointed by the President in
1808 one of tbe visitors to the Naval Aced-
emy, but he could not accept the appoint-
ment hecause of a provision in the Etate
Constitution prohiditing judges from hold-
ing any otber office. .

Judge Sharp's hesith began fo fall last
January, when he was last on the bench.
He spent the summaer of 1910 in Europe
and returned app: y in fioe dith
physically. The breakdown came with
& gevere attack of bronchitis. He went
to Atlantic City and seemed to be bens-
fited, but a relapse followed.

Applicants Already In Field.

The successor to Judge Sharp will e
nominated in the primary August 20 and
electsd In November for a tull term of 15
years. Under the Constitution Governmor
Crothers has the right to sppoint a suc-
cessor to serve until after the November
elaction. In the past the Governor has
declined to: dlscuss judiciat {ntments
untfl after the dead jurists had been bur-
164, and he will: do eo in this case, deapite
the fact that the friends of several appil-
cants have slreddy urged him to make the
appointment immediately.

In some quarters it was suggested that
the Goversor should aot make any ap-
pointment until after the primary. The
courts have adfourned for the summer,
and  they will not resume thelr regumr
work until next September. In the mean-
time the primary will bé beld, and then
it 15 pointed out that the Govermar could
name the sominee of the Democratic party
tor tha place. N

Three Judges To Be Klected.

The death of Judge Sharp means the
-elaction of three judges in November for
full terms. Those whose terms expire ars
Judges Carroll T. Bond and H. Arthur
Stump, both Democrats and both candi-
Aates to succeed themsetves.
Mr. Willlam 'A. Wheatley has al
fiied ‘hia papers with the Kiection. Bu;
visors.as. & candidate for one of the Dem.

the suppart of the oeganisa-
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